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ABSTRACT

One of the well-known plays of George Bernard Shaw is Pvgmalion. Eliza’s Cockney vernacular
creates crisis in her life. Throes and sufferings of Eliza’s enunciation and mostly the love of Eliza was
not familiar by Higgins are dealt by Shaw's Pygmalion. One can describe Pygmalion as a feeling of
love but it is noteworthy that the major part of it revolves around problems, about love, class prejudice
and finally results in a unhappy ending. The rude Higgins divests the love of Eliza, a poor flower girl.
Shaw called this play as ‘romance’ but it is actually a trouble play. The problem of education and the
problem of the sounds of the English Literature are presented in the play.
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INTRODUCTION

According to A.C. Ward, the problem of education is a world problem. The horizon of a student is
widened by Education which gives him scholar, ethical and devout enlightenment. He gets a higher
level of thinking and feeling. And then the teacher leaves him free to experience as he has become
sophisticated and has higher opportunity from life. He is unable to return to his old life and remain
happy. Needs and ambitions which cannot be fulfilled are developed by him. Irritation and restlessness
is the final outcome of it. The same happens in the life Eliza. Due to Higgins teaching her ways to speak
correctly; and Pickering's training her to move and perform in a refined manner, her mind advances and
her taste is refined. And after that, the teachers leave her free to chase her path of life on her own. . She
is unable to go back to her old life, and on the other hand she is not established in the higher society for
which her teachers have trained her. Confused and unhappy. Finally, “What have you made me fit for?”
She asks. She was happy in her unawareness and dirt. Education and improvement have made her
dissatisfied. She tells her teacher, “You never thought of the nuisance it would make for me.” In reply
Higgins says, “Would the world ever have been made if its Maker had been afraid of making trouble?”
Teachers who teach students from the lower stratum of society face this problem predominantly. The
sounds of the English language are the second problem accessible in the play. The language of
Shakespeare and Milton i.e. English Shaw possess greal love and esteem. The harsh manner in which
many Englishmen spoke the language disappoints him. The inexpert people of London, for example, do
not open their mouths and mispronounce all the words. This was the cockney language of Eliza. People
mispronounce English words because of the substandard English alphabet in which the letters do not
stand for explicit sounds. Dissimilar sounds in different words are produced by the same letters. The
English spellings are very confusing. As a result only men and women of the higher classes, who have
been learned in good Schools and universities, can speak and write correct English. If a person tries to
speak a word as it is written he is bound to be wrong. The English people are very familiar to the way
in which a person speaks the language. A person who is able to speak with the correct intonation and
elocution he is considered high classes. Shaw came to conclusion that a person is hypothetical as to
belong to the higher classes because of his accent and intonation and not because of any essential merit
or worth. Eliza was considered “low class” because she spoke the cockney dialect. The designer flower-
shops were unwilling to employ her. But after she has been trained to speak correctly, this illegitimate
low class girl is regarded as a princess. If, the glaring disparities between different classes will fade
away if the problem of words is solved. Shaw opined that the English alphabet should be made
phonetic. Each letter or symbol should stand for a specific sound. If that is applied in practical everyone
will be able to pronounce English words appropriately and class distinctions based on language will
vanish permanently. Spelling reform is also advocated by him. The world problem of ¢y ation which

leads to dissatisfaction, and the British problem of the sounds of English whig to_etdss
distinctions the two problems accessible in Pygmalion. :
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e ABSTRACT
One of e well-known plays of George Bernard Shaw is Pygmalion. Eliza’s Cockney vernacular
creates Crisis in her life. Throes and sufferings of Elizas enunciation and mostly the fove of Eliza was
nof_familiar by Higgins are dealt by Shaw's Pyvemalion. One can describe Pygmalion as a feeling of
fove but it is noteworthy that the major part of it revolves around problems, about love, class prejudice
and finally results in a wnhappy ending. The rude Higgins divests the love of Eliza, a poor flower girl.
Shaw called this play as “romance” but it is actually a trouble play. The problem of education and the
ﬁ problem of the sounds of the English Literature are presented in the play.
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INTRODUCTION
According to A.C. Ward, the problem of education is a world problem. The horizon of a student is
widened by Education which gives him scholar, ethical and devout enlightenment. He gets a higher
level of thinking and feeling. And then the teacher leaves him free to experience as he has become
sophisticated and has higher opportunity from life. He is unable to return to his old life and remain
happy. Needs and ambitions which cannot be fulfilled are developed by him. Irritation and restlessness
is the final outcome of it. The same happens in the life Eliza. Due to Higgins teaching her ways to speak
correctly; and Pickering's training her to move and perform in a refined manner, her mind advances and
her taste is refined. And after that, the teachers leave her free to chase her path of life on her own. . She
is unable to go back to her old life, and on the other hand she is not established in the higher society for
which her teachers have trained her. Confused and unhappy. Finally, “What have you made me fit for?”
She asks. She was happy in her unawareness and dirt. Education and improvement have made her
dissatistied. She tells her teacher, “You never thought of the nuisance it would make for me.” In reply
Higgins says, “Would the world ever have been made if its Maker had been afraid of making trouble?”
Teachers who teach students from the lower stratum of society face this problem predominantly. The
j sounds of the English language are the second problem accessible in the play. The language of
Shakespeare and Milton i.e. English Shaw possess great love and esteem. The harsh manner in which
many Englishmen spoke the language disappoints him. The inexpert people of London, for example, do
not open their mouths and mispronounce all the words. This was the cockney language of Eliza. People
mispronounce English words because of the substandard English alphabet in which the letters do not
stand for explicit sounds. Dissimilar sounds in different words are produced by the same letters. The
English spellings are very confusing. As a result only men and women of the higher classes, who have
been learned in good Schools and universities, can speak and write correct English. If a person tries to
speak a word as it is written he is bound to be wrong. The English people are very familiar to the way
in which a person speaks the language. A person who is able to speak with the correct intonation and
elocution he is considered high classes. Shaw came to conclusion that a person is hypothetical as to
belong to the higher classes because of his accent and intonation and not because of any cssential merit
or worth. Eliza was considered “low class™ becausc she spoke the cockney dialect. The designer flower-
shops were unwilling to employ her. But after she has been trained to speak correctly, this illegitimate
low class girl is regarded as a princess. I, the glaring disparitics between different classes will fade
away if the problem of words is solved. Shaw opined that the English alphabet should be made
phonetic. Each letter or symbol should stand for a specilic sound. If that is applied in practical everyone
will be able to pronounce English words appropriately and class distinctions based on language will
vanish permanently. Spelling reform is also advocated by him. The world problem of gdugation whicl
leads to dissatistaction. and the British problem of the sounds of English which ;
distinctions the two problems accessible in Pygmalion.
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ends the play in a doubtful anticlimax. Eliza, after the Ambassador’s Party reSI_dZI?élar:Ot recognize her
her own, and did not act as an unresponsive plaything of Shaw. Her des}gnel l'tiorl of Higgins for
feelings at all. She in aggressive revolt against the unemotional, dehumanized pO;] abin 1“0‘;/(3 with
Shaw it was because she wanted gentleness petting and esteem is wholly wrong. e l 1‘ Shaw makes
Higgins. Shaw forces Higgins not to marry her only because of that she mafnes Freday:- e
much of her declaration to Higgins, “I would not marry you if you asked me.” It muSF be 11_00 The Life
said this furiously after he had made the insulting proposal that she should many.PlckPTrlﬂc- L
Force in her impel her to marry Higgins. But as she could not have him, she married Fwddz’ I\‘{V'(w. i
weak and helpless and had no temperament. In his ..Sequel” Shaw explained the reasons of ch“
behaviour of not paying attention by young girls and why Eliza decided that Higgins would not do asa
husband. He have to explain this Perhaps because he realized himself that the readers and audiences
would consider the end of the play as implausible and so he had to explain to them why the events took
this turn. We come to the conclusion that the anti-sentimental theories of Shaw overpowered the
dramatist in him and forced him to end the plays in an unromantic anxious atmosphere. As AC: Wal‘d
has said, “In his determination to make the romance unromantic, Shaw has twisted Pygmalion from
what would have been, by the principles of drama, its natural end.”

THE PROBLEMATIC PLAY ‘
By nature Shaw was apprehensive of the emotions. Though. he called this Play Pygmalion but he firm
that his play must not end according to the Pygmalion Galatea story. He did not wish to end with the
marriage of Higgins and Eliza. The characters that he shaped started behaving in a way different from
his planning. The creations of great dramatists develop a life and individuality of their own. They
sometimes decline to act in the way the dramatist wishes them to behave; the readers start sensation that
it is improbable if he forces an action on them. The same thing happens to Eliza after the Ambassador’s
Party. She had lived with Higgins for six months. He had imparted his best training to her and was very
satisfied of her achievements. Eliza had a prediction in her mind that after she had won his bet, l{c
would propose to her. But after the party he only thanked God that it was every one over. For him it had
been only an ,experiment”. Her feelings and her future was none of my business. That is why she
reacted most aggressively and threw his slippers on his face; she shocked him by returning the jewels
and even the ring and left the house. If she had not met Freddy she would have jumped into the river
and have ended her life. She was moved so tremendously. Shaw’s illumination in the mouth of Mrs.
Higgins is that she would have been happy if Higgins and Pickering had thanked her, petted her and
1qld her how impressive she was at the party. But this is suspicious. She anticipated love and not
kindness. Shaw, as the anti-sentimentalist, wordd not accept this. It is true that Eliza tells Higgins, 1
\\’QL}ld‘l'lol marry you even it yop proposgd to me.” She says she is surprised at his szz;citv? in
suggestiig™that she should marry/Phckephie. Shaw’s consideration that she felt from heart that she
sholfd not marry Hi ppar probable in the play. Audience can see in the play (1 ‘
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